Christmas Events
Larch and Fir class have had a lovely first term in Reception. The children have loved learning
about Stories and Tales! During the last week, the children in
into the Christmas spirit! The children loved
decorating Christmas cards and

Reception were happily getting

making decorations, writing letters to Santa,
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listening to some Christmas music. At the end of the week,

the children got a visit from Santa, where they all got an exciting gift to open. We can’t wait
to start the next term, where we will be learning all about Journeys!
Lauriston Christmas Concert
To finish 2015 with festive cheer, parents were treated to a Christmas concert performed by
a variety of year groups and our music ensemble groups. The afternoon was filled with popular
Christmas carols and even original Christmas songs from year 3. From solo instrumentalists to
whole class collaborations we were able to express the wonderful music talent we have at
Lauriston. We have no doubt that our school stage is a stepping stone for bigger stages in the
future.
DVDs for both the Reception and Year 5 performances are available to order at the school
office at a cost of £8 The deadline for placing orders is Thursday 28th January 2016.

PLEASE NOTE THAT KS2 ACHIEVERS ASSEMBLIES ON 22/1/16 AND 29/1/16 HAVE BEEN
MOVED TO 10.30AM INSTEAD OF THE USUAL TIME OF 1.45PM. THEY WILL REVERT BACK
TO 1.45PM FROM 5TH FEBRUARY 2016.
Dates for your diary:
18th and 19th January 2016
Dental inspection for Nursery/Reception and Year 1
children
18th January 2016
Incredible years Parent meeting 9.00-1.30
19th January 2016
2pm Fir Class trip to Hackney Library
5pm Years 1 & 4 Parents Curriculum meeting
20th January 2015
Royal Opera trip Years 4,5&6 for 54 children
22nd January 2016
Year 4 Basketball competition 2.30
25th January 2015
Incredible years parent meeting 9.00-1.30
Reception Local area walk
26th January 2016
Willow trip to Hackney Library
1st February 2016
Incredible Years Parent meeting 9.00-1.30
2nd February 2016
Lime class trip to Hackney Library

29th January 2016
Year 4 Basketball competition 2.30
Sadlers Well trip Year 4-6 for 60 children
3rd February 2016
Year 3 trip to Science museum
8th February 2016
Incredible Years Parent meeting 9.00-1.30
Incredible Years Parent meeting 9.00-1.30
9th February 2016
Beech class trip to Hackney Library
10th February 2016
Scots Pine to visit October Gallery 9.00-2.00
11th February 2016
Year 2 trip to Science museum
12th February 2016
Oak to visit October Gallery 9.00-2.00
15th - 19th February 2016
Half Term - SCHOOL CLOSED
7th March 2016
School closed for Parents day

Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome back to Spring Term at Lauriston . There are lots of exciting trips and events happening this term so
please check the dates for your diary section carefully.
What a way to end the Autumn term! The performances by the children were amazing and the Lauriston Athletics Team qualified for the Hackney finals. The team work demonstrated by all the children to be able to
achieve these fantastic events was really impressive. Well done to all the children that took part and a special
thank you to all the staff involved. Read more about these events inside the newsletter.
Thank you to everyone who got into the spirit of Christmas and wore their Christmas Jumpers on the last day of
term. We raised £157.40 for these charities:- Save the Children, MacMillan Cancer Research and Make a Wish
UK.
This term on the 7th March we will be holding our first Parents’ Day at Lauriston. The school is closed to children for the day and parents can make appointments to see their child/ren’s class teacher between 11am and
7pm to discuss progress and next steps. We encourage parents to bring their children along to these meetings. The last appointment is at 6.50pm. Please look out
for more information about the day and how to book an appointment.
Ms Terry Corpe
Head of School

A Gingerbread Christmas
Performance
In the last week of term, the Reception children performed a magical Christmas
production! Over the last few weeks, the children spent endless hours practising their songs,
actions and words. They could not
wait to present the Gingerbread Man
tale and songs in front of all their
family and friends. The children excitedly dressed up as brown, orange,
or beige gingerbread men and women
with rosy red cheeks. All the children sang beautifully whilst remembering all the words and actions. The
production was a hit and the Reception children were so proud of themselves. Well done Fir and Larch Class!

As part of their Immersion Week, Year 6 went to Victoria Park to take pictures. We
have been Reading 'The Invisible Kingdom' by Rob Ryan, in which a young King turns
his back on the crown to explore the world around him.

Spruce
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Mrs Thomas
Executive Head teacher

We got in role of the
character and thought about
what he would find
fascinating on his first visit
to the park. We then turned
our pictures in collages.
Watch this space for more
examples of our Art and
Literacy work linked to the
book.

On the last day of last term some of the
year 5 pupils had the really special treat
of going to the Coliseum to see The
Nutcracker ballet. They all thought it

Year 2 have had a very exciting return to school
this week. We read a story about Traction Man,
and mysterious things began to happen - letters
and packages arriving in the classroom,
apparently from Traction Man himself! We are
now all on a secret mission to help Traction Man
with our own individual superheroes!

was awesome and everyone represented
Lauriston impeccably.

Year 4 had a fantastic day at the British Museum in the Ancient
galleries. It was so great to see them all so engaged and

Egyptian

excited, spotting

artefacts they had learnt about during their cross curricular lessons last term.
They were particularly fascinated by the mummified crocodile and twenty baby
crocodiles. All the adults that accompanied them were really impressed with
their behaviour and

enthusiasm. Izzy and Dora won the treasure hunt prize.

Year 1 children have made an excellent
start to the Spring Term. It was
wonderful hearing about their amazing
holidays and to see them back ready to
learn.
We are focusing on The Lonely Beast
book by Chris Judge this term and
children were finding strange letters and
footprint clues in their classrooms.
Finally The Beast came to visit! Now
children are basing their writing, cross
curricular and art sessions on this
amazing book.
We would like to remind you all book
changing days are Monday and Thursday
and P.E is now Wednesday and Thursday.
Thank you for sending your children to
school with suitable shoes and their P.E
tops.
It may be wild and windy in the garden but things are still growing. Two weeks ago we planted winter wheat. Now
it has germinated. It may not look like much but with a bit of luck and some weeding we will have wheat to
harvest in July. Local bakery e5 in London Fields now has a mill so with their help we should be able to mill some
wheat into flour and maybe end up with a loaf of bread grown in the school garden.

This picture has been drawn by one of our keen gardeners.
We've also been growing onions (and measuring them each week),
keeping a record of the fluctuating temperatures and yesterday we
chopped apples and onions to make apple chutney. It was cooked and
bottled later on and sold at the Winter Fair. Customer feedback told us
that the chutney is delicious!

Year 4 have had an absolute BLAST looking at the
life of Indiana Jones! As part of our Ancient Egypt
topic, Year 4 have explored life in ancient Egypt
through the life of Indiana Jones, looking at
pharaohs, the River Nile and even had a go at mummifying a dead body (don't worry, we used jelly for
brains, broccoli for lungs, eggs for eyes and a
warm balloon for the liver -they loved it!). From here,
they will be set the task of investigating a new found
treasure located in Egypt and will be writing
a chronological recount of their trip. Mr Bignall and
Miss Lambert CANNOT wait to read them!

Gingerbread Man Baking Fun!
Over the last few weeks, the Reception children have
been learning the story of the Gingerbread Man. They are
learning to retell the story and write what ingredients they
need to make gingerbread man biscuits. This week, the
children used their knowledge to bake gingerbread biscuits.
The children weighed the flour, added the golden syrup and
mixed in the egg, sugar, butter, ginger and salt.
They rolled the dough with a rolling pin and used
gingerbread man cutters to make the biscuit.
Then, the children enthusiastically decorated
their gingerbread man and took them home to
eat. The children had a wonderfully-scrumptious
time baking in Reception!

On 15th December 2015 our PE coach took the athletics team to Urswick School to compete
against 3 other school (Holy Trinity, Jubilee and Millfields )
Our team had a fantastic performance and the spirit within the team was amazing. The children
competed in 16 events and are very proud to announce we came 1st in 7 events and 2nd in 5
events.
A big thank you to Ms Corpe and the teachers for giving us time to practise for the last 2
weeks.
I have to tell you I am very proud of them all and if you see them around please congratulate
them. Mr Dima.

Farewell Pam
Today we say farewell to Pam Batson one of our kitchen
staff. Pam has worked at Lauriston for 15 years serving the
children and the staff delicious meals.
Pam is looking forward to her retirement and has lots of
plans to keep her busy. However, she has promised to come
back to Lauriston to help us as a volunteer whenever we
need her.
We all say a big THANK YOU and send our best wishes to
Pam!

REMINDER
Parent Governor Election.
You have until 4pm on
Monday 18th January
to place your vote

